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Social Studies 10 Name:

History Project

Stage 2; Reliability, Validity and Bias

“Coming To Canada”
iv i

1. To outline the cultural and social factors facing new Canadians during the

years 1815-1899

To continue to located, categorize and document primary and secondary

historical evidence

S

3. Evaluate and assess the accuracy of primary and secondary sources

4. Expand the portrait of your ‘New Canadian’

5. Contribute to peer discussion on a wiki

6. Link your historical evidence to historical characters and events
The Goal

Students will research the social and cultural influences of your person would have
been faced with after arriving in Canada. The evidence you collect will be the being to
round out your Canadian’s experience in Canada. Who did you associate with? What did
you do for fun? Where did you work? How were you educated?

Evidence can include: newspapers, songs, art, books, poems and photographs

A Completed Stage 2 Will Include
-Two driving questions focused on the society and culture of the time
- 6 pieces of historical evidence roughly split 50/50 of primary and secondary
sources
-Documentation for each of the 6 pieces of evidence (3-4 must be from print
sourcers)
-A one page re-visitation of the Stage 2's Driving Questions
-A one page summary of your evidence linked to the Major Project Question. This
may be presented in a form that best suites your learning style but should be
concise and focused.
-Completed Research Package (see below)
-A three-ring binder that includes all of the above neatly labeled and organized
-With a new section dedicated to this stage
-An updated visual snapshot to be posted on the Wiki including a brief
caption/comment. Please cite your source.

Wiki Posting
You are required to post three comments on the wiki site not including your visual
snapshot. The comment should focus on the main points of reliability, validity and bias,
but may also explore the research process. Your profile should keep with your character.
-New for this stage: Must post clear example of three pieces of historical evidence
that show bias, reliability and validity. A brief explanation of your claim should be
included.

Sjggglﬂo_&eaeamh_a;kages_(sgmplﬂe&ngpﬂﬂgﬂanadmn)
Language ldentification Chart

Evaluating Sources (Web and Print)

Citation Sheets

Notes
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‘Stage .  Processing Information — Checklist

Evaluate

Analyze

n Ewalu,ate my information sources.

o Have | examined the information for - |H"
relevance, abcurasy, btas currengy, |

and autharity? ., S

e Testideas to adjust
research and strategies.
e . Does my information relate {8

to my topicand ’
- focusfthesis?
e Do I'needto adjust my

e
par o héheekad:myddeas

m Take notes: rélati.aﬂ‘to._my
'information needs.

. @ Have | kept gamd pointfarm notes?
e Havel mcluded mfannatrm from .
different viey v r

e Have | recordgdimy ,:‘tihaughts,'.
ideas, ant. ques‘h@ns? '

Do | hava enqulﬁﬁteﬁnahan'? -

‘with ethers?

m Mﬂlﬁe ecmﬂeetlpns.

e BidIHind relationshiips among the - !
data?

1 o Did | discover trends and-patterns in
;]mfarmaﬂen | found?

C"an 1 makeegenerallzatmns‘?

to,gnalyze my gathered data? 1?
o, Hgv 2ilused graphic
applice tlnnﬁdﬁﬂﬂh*ﬂsﬁ




_Re,_l_iﬁabizlifty',’ Validity and Bias

In order to convmcmgly defend. your theS|s you must address the- rellablhty of the person(s) who
predueed your dodument, . as:well as:the. vahdnty of what they. have said er. suggested

° Rellab_lll.ty

Re,h,at;ulqty |s about who predueediypu: dpcument or where it came ﬁam Th Awntes[pubhsher/
phgtog@phpr etc isthe issue here. Largsly, reliability lwarmtnadmgeaumtlen. The

more historical. reseamb You.do, the better you wﬁ‘beeeme at. assesslng.tms seputation. Itis
|mportant to remember that when determ:mng reliability, you are not ;,udglng the truthfulness
of ihe infermation ﬁalthaugh that may be mst;:ullect)F réther, you. are. asseasinggthe pe}ean(aeﬁ or
institution that produced it. . ;

o Validity

Now you do get to examine how truthful the information is. What you already know about
history, or at least the event in question, will be relevant here. 1f what a document: suggests
about an-event is contrary to what yeu have already learned, then you should take. this into
careful consideration when determining its validity. You should also’ ‘be: aware“that reltabthty and_
validity can affect one another — if a document has an unreliable: souree, this should be a factor
in determmlng its validity. Evidence from a personllnstrtutlon that is untrustwarthy or incapable
of providing accurate information for your. investigation cannot strengthen your argument.

Altheugh the reliability. and the vahdlty of a decument may he related in-sertain instgnces, you
sheuld, nevertheless, give each notion its own space in your thmklng, weighing.each separately,
as well as against each other. Rarely is a document 100% unreliable, or 100% invalid. A
reasoned and sophisticated assessment of a document will address the questions: “For what
theses is this source reliable?” and “For what theses i is this information valid?”.

e Bias

Bias happens when a person/group has a particular opinion or agenda, and portrays an event

in a way that supports that.pesition. Bias can be obvieus; it can.also be very subtle. Nearly
everything exeept:simple fasts has bias. For example, to say that “a nuclear bomb was dropped
on Hiroshima” is afactthat has no bias. On'the contrary, to say that “a nuclear bomb was
drepped on Hiroshima and that it was necessary” is a judgement and therefore does contain
bias. Because a source has bias does not, however, make the informatien useless. Indeed,
maest histerical decuments are not simply lists of indisputable facts. The-historian’s job is first to
determine the bias and then factor it into hisfher judgement.

When determining #eliability, it is important to ask ourselves what it is we are trying to
learn. While the following example here may be a bit extreme, it does make this point. If we
read a document from Hitler's book Mein Kampf, and it makes derogatory comments about



Jewnsh people how reliable is rl'? That depends on the questlon you are mvestlgatlng If the
guestion is "What are Jewish pebple like?” Hitler's: infmious bias against these people makes

it unreliable. If, however, the question is “What did the Nazis think of the Jewish peop{e‘?” then -
Adolf#Hitter is- aﬁerﬁ‘e!@ble sofifee Becausé Hitlgr in f2st défined that unsavoam palicy for the
Nazis. Agaifi, refiemberwhen ‘assessiig’ reliability you dre hot élélung “Mow true is this?” but
somethng closer tb “For what questionsfissues dées this person have authonty’:’ g

When determining validity, bias is trickier.. Most often, we must know a good deal about the
‘ evenmiﬁﬂ%%h\?é!f'evalﬂ’éﬂe thdwal?dﬁy ‘We: mlist ‘consider ali‘lheflrchmstances in whrch the
evgnt ofeurred: Thettvémisticonipare Wﬁgﬁn?&méﬁamo whit Weﬂayqueamég eistivhere.
Agéin, we miistidorisider Whatittis wé aré trying to evaluate. Staln's omifientaboutthe kiliks
is a'good example. ‘He said, “l will ‘eliminate them as a class " Ifwe are tlglng to understand _
Stalif§plané to colléEivize agficultire irf the Soviet Union; his actions aimed at *&ﬁn’ﬂn‘aﬁhg the
kulaks are a well-known part of the process: therefore, in this context the s’tatement is valid.




Evaluating Information Sources

Information comes in different formats — print, electronic, and media. However, you can use similar

criteria to evaluate any source for quality and usefulness.

Format - BOOK - PERIODICAL -ARTICLE — SOFTWARE ~ AUDIOTAPE —FILM/VIDEO

Author

Title

Publication Overall rating:

Date Excellent/good/fair/poor

Criteria Consider These Key Questions

Authority Can you trust the author? What are his or her credentials to create this particular
work?

Objectivity Is the author’s purpose and intended audience clearly stated? Does the work provide
factual information, opinion, or propaganda? Does the author have a biased point of
view? Does the author stereotype some people?

Accuracy Are the author’s facts correct? Are the opinions supported with data? Is there evidence

of good research and documentation?

Completeness

How completely and deeply does the work cover the topic? Does the work answer the
guestion completely?

Currency Is the date of publication given? Is the information current enough for your topic or
task?

Relevancy Does the source contain the information you need? Does it provide information that is
relevant to your topic?

Format Does the format of the source present the information in an attractive and clear way?

Are there special features to aid understanding and pleasure?
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Be Honest: Don't Plagiarize
What does the word “plagiarism” mean? v , o
Nagiarism comes from the Latin word for “kidnapper.” It is the act of intentionally, or unintentionally,
_using or passing off someone else’'s words, ideaé-, or i_ma’gije'sias your own. With the Internet, it is
easy just to cut and paste another’s work. Unless you give proper credit, you are stealing and it is

wrong. Plagiarism is a form of intellectual dishonesty and is a serious and punishable offence.

Why do people plagiarize? — -
People often plagiarize because they do not: Wh;t are 0:“:1’ f°r"132f
~ * record, paraphrase, or summarize information effectively | 3¢ademic dishonesty?

» know how to cite sources properly. e | @ buying an essay
. handle stress and perceptions of competition well QO reusing an assignment without .|

! : 4 the teacher's approval
e manage time and plan work well o e

o o borrowing a friend’s essay
e understand what plagiarism is il

What are the results of plagiarism?

Plagiarism undervalues the work of all those wkio do'research. Students
'ho plagiarize may expect a mark of zero and may facé other serious

censequences. '

How can | avoid plagiarism? S
Take careful notes throughout the reséarch process.

Respond to the notes with your owh thoughts and ideas.
Accurately record quotations, paraphrased information, and page numbers.
Put quotation marks around short quotations and indent lengthy quotations.

Use parenthetical citations where needed.

Q
a
Q
Q
m)
Q

Give yourself enough time to complete the research project.

e~ o - * Indoubt? " - !

QO directly quoted information ‘Ask your teacher or RuEEEICEER (K|

teacher-librarian, or |

cite the source just | .

a statistics i in case, ;@ commonly known observations and facts
' . (e.g., Ottawa js the capital of Canada)

e oWIEages
rild War Il began in 1939)

. Wo

O paraphrased information simple definitions (e.g., diabetes)

o i m e S T



PRINT REFERENCE SOURCE

ELECTRONIC REFERENCE SOURCE

Author(s) if given

Author(s) if given

Title of Article

Title of Article

Title of Reference Source

Title of Reference Source

Edition No. Copyright date

Edition No. Copyright date

Volume no. Pages used

Date of access Web address

~School library ~Public library ~Other library

~School library ~Public library ~Other library

Page | Record main ideas in quotations and point-form notes

Record your own response to these
ideas
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Author(s) if given Author(s) if given
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Author(s) if given

Author(s) if given

e of Article

Title of Article

Title of Reference Source

Title of Reference Source

Edition No. Copyright date

Edition No. Copyright date

Volume no. Pages used

Date of access Web address

~School library ~Public library ~Other library

~School library ~Public library ~Other library

Page | Record main ideas in quotations and point-form notes

Record your own response to these
ideas




BOOK SOURCE

Author(s)

PRINT REFERENCE SOURCE

Title

Author(s)

riace of publication

Title of article

Publisher

Copyright date Page(s) used

Title of source

Dewey call number

Edition no. Copyright date

Volume ho. Page(s) used

~School library ~Public Library ~Other library

Dewey call no.

~School library ~Public Library ~Other library

BOOK SOURCE
Author(s) ONLINE REFERENCE SOURCE
Author(s)
Title
Title of article
Place of publication
Publisher Title of source
Copyright date Page(s) used Edition no. Copyright date

‘Déwey call number

‘~School library ~Public Library ~Other library

' Date of access

Web address

~Schadl library “Public Library ~Other library

ELECTRONIC SOURCE

Author(s)

PERIODICAL SOURCE

le

Author(s)

Date created

Title of article

Date accessed -

‘Name of publication

Web address

'Issue no.”’

Database

Edition, If newspaper

~School library ~Public Library ~Other library

Date . .. .- Pagels) used

~School library *Public Library ~Other library

ELECTRONIC SOURCE

Author(s)

MEDIA SOURCE

Title

Author(s)

Date created

Date accessed

Title

Web address

Date

Database

Type of media

~Schoal library ~Public Library ~Other library

Place of publication

Publisher/Distributor

~School library ~Public Library ~Other library
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Hlace of publication

Title of article

Publisher

Title of source

Copyright date Page(s) used
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